Relocation during incubation of endothelial nuclei in the chick chorioallantois.
Early in incubation the nuclei of the chick chorioallantoic capillaries are randomly distributed around the capillary lumen; later most of them are located on the portion of the capillary surface opposite the inner shell membrane. This is one of the complex of processes that results in progressive thinning of the diffusion pathway for gases between the external environment and the blood of the embryo. The present study quantified this nuclear "relocation". Our data show a progressive relocation of the endothelial nuclei from the tenth through the sixteenth day at an average rate of 6% per day.